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Which thine own proper hand 
In amorous letters writes in others' eyes:
Thou loosenest the tongues 
Of those that serve thee well 
Into a beauteous and a bland
Abundant eloquence. 
And often (O divine 
And wondrous deed of thine!)
In passion-broken words, 
And a confused saying,
The struggling heart shall best 
Leap forth and be expressed, 
And more avail than rhetoric's whole displaying. 
Thy very silence wears
The face of ended prayers.


Oh Love, let others read 
The old Socratic scrolls,
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