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And shook my lance. Thou knowest I have skill
At games like those, and seldom strike in vain.
This time however, though I seemed to mark 
My distance well, I launched the steel for nothing. 
Whether 'twas fortune or my fault, I know not, 
But in the enemy's stead, it pierced a tree. 
More greedy then came he; and I who found him 
So close to me, and thought my weapon useless,
Having no other arms, took swift to flight. 
I fled: he followed. Hear now the result.
A net which held my hair, got partly loose,
And fluttering to the wind, was caught by a bough. 
I felt a something pull me, and retard, 
And frightened for my life, would have redoubled 
The swiftness of my running; but the bough 
Resisted in its turn, and held me fast.
At last I tore away, leaving the veil
And some of my hair with it; and such wings
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