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Not her authority, which she has not in me,
But the strong pressure of a mother's prayers,
I cover me in the woods, and do become
An inmate with its lowly populace.
She follows me, and promises to give
To whomsoever will betray me to her,
Sweet kisses, or something else still dearer!
As if, forsooth, I knew not how to give
To whomsoever will conceal me from her,
Sweet kisses, or something else still dearer.
This, at the least, is certain; that my kisses
Will be much dearer to the lasses' lips,
If I, who am Love's self, to love apply me;
So that in many an instance, she must needs
Ask after me in vain. The lips are sealed.


 But to keep closer still, and to prevent her
From finding me by any sign or symptom,
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