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Having necessity as well as wish
To go where the great city, queen-like, holds
The banks of the river, I told him my journey.
This was his answer: "Thou art going then
To the great spot, where keen and crafty citizens,
And courtiers in their malice, laugh at us,
Cutting vile jokes on our simplicity.
Therefore, my son, take my advice. Avoid
The places where thou seest much drapery,
Coloured and gold; and plumes, and heraldries,
And such new-fanglements. But above all,
Take care how evil chance, or youthful wandering
Bring thee upon the house of Idle Babbling."
"What place is that?" said I, and he resumed;
"Enchantresses dwell there, who make one see
Things as they are not, aye, and hear them too.
That which shall seem pure diamond and fine gold,
Is glass and brass; and coffers that look silver,
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