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And I, with all this fine foreknowledge, went
To the great city, and by heaven's kind will, 
Came where they live so happily. The first sound
I heard was a delightful harmony,
Which issued forth, of voices loud and sweet:
Syrens, and swans, and nymphs, a heavenly noise 
Of heavenly things; which gave me such delight, 
That all admiring, and amazed, and joyed, 
I stopped awhile quite motionless; there stood 
Within the entrance as if keeping guard
Of those fine things, one, of a noble presence, 
And stout withal, of whom I was in doubt
Whether to think him better knight or leader.
He with a look at once benign and grave, 
In royal guise invited me within, 
He, great and in esteem; me, lorn and lowly. 
Oh the sensations, and the sights, which then 
Came on me! Goddesses I saw, and nymphs
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