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The nymphs and shepherds sat 
Mingling with innocent chat 
Sports and low whispers; and with whispers low 
Kisses that would not go. 
The maiden, budding o'er,
Kept not her bloom uneyed, 
Which now a veil must hide,
Nor the crisp apples which her bosom bore: 
And oftentimes, in river or in lake,
The lover and his love their merry bath would take.


'Twas thou, thou, Honour, first 
That didst deny our thirst
Its drink, and on the fount thy covering set: 
Thou bad'st kind eyes withdraw
Into constrained awe,
And keep the secret for their tears to wet: 
Thou gatheredst in a net
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