



	
	

	
	

	Page:Amyntas, a tale of the woods; from the Italien of Torquato Tasso (IA amyntastaleofwoo00tass).pdf/88

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.

52




And bleeding havoc is he in my nature; 
And millions of sharp spears does he keep stored 
In Sylvia's eyes. Oh cruel love! Oh Sylvia, 
More hard and without sense, than are the woods, 
How rightly dost thou bear that sylvan name! 
What foresight his who gave it thee! The woods 
Hide with their lovely leaves, lions, and bears, 
And snakes; and thou in thy fair bosom hidest 
Hate, and disdain, and hard impiety;
Things wilder far than lions, bears, and snakes; 
For those are tameable, but to tame thee
Defies the power of present and of prayer. 
Ah me! when I would give thee flowers new-blown, 
Thou drawest thyself back; perhaps because 
Thou hast more lovely flowers in thy own looks. 
Ah me! when I present thee sweet young apples,
Thou puttest them away; perhaps because 
Thou hast more sweet young apples in thy bosom.
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