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Saying all we were despoiled by this one girl?

And all they rode against her violently

And cast the fresh crown from her hair, and now

They had rent her spoil away, dishonouring her,

Save that Meleager, as a tame lion chafed,

Bore on them, broke them, and as fire cleaves wood

So clove and drove them, smitten in twain; but she

Smote not nor heaved up hand; and this man first,

Plexippus, crying out This for love’s sake, sweet,

Drove at Meleager, who with spear straightening

Pierced his cheek through; then Toxeus made for him,

Dumb, but his spear spake; vain and violent words.

Fruitless; for him too stricken through both sides

The earth felt falling, and his horse’s foam

Blanched thy son’s face, his slayer; and these being slain,

None moved nor spake; but Œneus bade bear hence

These made of heaven infatuate in their deaths,

Foolish; for these would baffle fate, and fell.

And they passed on, and all men honoured her,

Being honourable, as one revered of heaven.






ALTHÆA.



What say you, women? is all this not well done?







CHORUS.



No man doth well but God hath part in him.
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