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XVII.  Of Predestination and Election.  

Predestination to Life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of  the world were laid) he hath constantly decreed by his counsel secret to us, to deliver from  curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring  them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour. Wherefore, they which  be endued with so excellent a benefit of God, be called according to God’s purpose by his  Spirit working in due season: they through Grace obey the calling: they be justified freely:  they be made sons of God by adoption: they be made like the image of his only-begotten  Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at length, by God’s mercy, they  attain to everlasting felicity.  

As the godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in Christ, is full of sweet,  pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the  working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the flesh, and their earthly mem-  bers, and drawing up their mind to high and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly  establish and confirm their faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through Christ, as  because it doth fervently kindle their love towards God: So, for curious and carnal persons,  lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their eyes the sentence of God’s  Predestination, is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth thrust them either  into desperation, or into wretchlessness of most unclean living, no less perilous than  desperation.  

Furthermore, we must receive God’s promises in such wise, as they be generally set forth to  us in Holy Scripture: and, in our doings, that Will of God is to be followed, which we have  expressly declared unto us in the Word of God.  

XVIII.  Of obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Christ.  

They also are to be had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall be saved by the  Law or Sect which he professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his life according to that  Law, and the light of Nature.  For Holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of  Jesus Christ, whereby men must be saved.  

XIX.  Of the Church.  

The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, in which the pure Word of  God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ’s ordinance, in  all those things that of necessity are requisite to the same.  

As the Church of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Antioch, have erred; so also the Church of  Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner of Ceremonies, but also in matters of  Faith.  

XX.  Of the Authority of the Church.  

The Church hath power to decree Rites or Ceremonies, and authority in Controversies of  Faith: and yet it is not lawful for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to God’s  Word written, neither may it so expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to  another. Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and a keeper of Holy Writ, yet, as it  ought not to decree any thing against the same, so besides the same ought it not to enforce  any thing to be believed for necessity of Salvation.




 

Historical Documents871









[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Book_of_common_prayer_(TEC,_1979).pdf/871&oldid=7867544"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 13 August 2018, at 23:11.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






