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prolegomena.]
nature and value of the ch‘un ts‘ew.
[ ch. i.


But while Tso intended his Work to be a commentary on the text of the Ch‘un Ts‘ëw, I believe that he had in view another and higher object, and wished to give readers a general view of the history of the country throughout all its States during the Ch‘un Ts‘ëw period. The second view of 
Tso:—to give a general view of the history of China during the Ch‘un Ts‘ëw period.The account of the Chuen quoted above from Too Yu carries us a considerable way to this conclusion. Tso shows the origin and issue of many events, one phase of which merely is mentioned in the text. The unconnected entries of the classic are thus woven together, and a history is made out of them. But the new matter introduced by him is so very much, and often having no relation to anything stated in the text, yet calculated to bring the whole field of the era before us, and to indicate the progress of events on towards a different state of the kingdom, that we must suppose this to have been a prominent object in the author’s mind. This characteristic of the Work has not escaped the notice of native scholars themselves. As early as the Tsin dynasty, Wang Tsëeh preferred to it the commentary of Kung-yang on this account. ‘Tso’s style,’ said he,’ is so rich, and his aim so extensive, that he is to be regarded as an author by himself, and not having it for his principal object to illustrate the classic.'[1] Nearly to the same effect is the account of Tso’s Chuen given by Wang Cheh of the Sung dynasty.  After praising Tso as a skilful reader of the old histories and collector of various narratives, so that he accumulated a very complete account of the events in the Ch‘un Ts‘ëw, he yet 

adds:—‘But though his book was made as an  appendix to the classic, yet, apart from and outside that, it forms a book by itself, the author of which was led away by his fondness for strange stories, and carried his collecting them beyond what was proper. He was remiss in setting forth the fine and minute ideas of the sage, but yet his Work has a beginning and end, being all the compilation of one hand.’[2] Chinese scholars write of Tso under the inﬂuence of their admiration and veneration for the sage. I could wish that he had written altogether independently of the Classic, in which case we might have had a history of those times as complete as a man





	↑ 王接曰,左氏辭義瞻富,自是一家書,不主爲經

發;—see the 經義考, Bk.
 169, p.
 3. In Bk.
 174, p.
 3, there is quoted from him his contrary view of 

Kung-yang:—公羊附經立傳,經所不書傳不妄起,於文爲儉,通經爲長.

	↑ 王哲曰,左氏善覽舊史,兼該衆說,得春秋之事亦甚備,其書雖附經而作,然於經外自成一書,故有貪惑異說,采掇過當,至於聖人微旨,頗亦疎略,而大抵有本末,蓋出於一手之所撰述.
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