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of a tropical sun. Forgetting his lust of gain, and the crimes which had led
him to his present position, he now thought only of the solution by his
means of the problem which had so long baffled men of science of every nationality,
and, falling on his knees, he gave thanks to God that it had
pleased Him "to reserve unto that day the victory and praise of so great a
thing unto him."

This act of worship over, Nunez summoned his followers to gaze upon the
wonderful sight and ordered them to pile up stones, as a token that he took
possession of the land in the name of his sovereign, Ferdinand of Castile.
His next step was to send twelve
of his men—one of whom was the
great Pizarro, future conqueror of
Peru—to find the best route to the
Pacific coast, himself following
more leisurely with the body of
his forces.
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FRANCIS PIZARRO.

The twelve pioneers quickly
came to the beach, and, finding
a couple of native canoes floating
inshore, two of them, named Alonzo
Martin and Blazede Abienza,
sprung into them, calling to their
comrades to bear witness that they
were the first Europeans to embark
upon the southern sea. Thus, on
September 29, 1513, was completed
the first discovery of the great Pacific
Ocean, of which Columbus
had heard from the natives in his various voyages, though he had never
been able to reach it, and which, first crossed by Magellan in 1521, has ever
since been an inexhaustible field for the efforts of explorers, and is associated
with the names of Cook, Anson, D'Entrecasteaux, Vancouver, Kotzebue,
and many other great navigators of modern times.

The discoverer of the Pacific, like so many of the heroes of his day, did
not live to reap the fruits of his work. He won the appointment of Adelantado,
or governor of the ocean he had been the first to see—an office giving
him, though neither he nor his sovereign was aware of it, authority over
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