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the value produced in it is 6d. If the labourer is now 
employed less than 12 hours (or less than 6 days in the week),
e.g., only 6 or 8 hours, he receives, with this price of labour,
only 2s. or 1s, 6d. a day.[1] As on our hypothesis he must work
on the average 6 hours daily, in order to produce a day’s wage
corresponding merely to the value of his labour-power, as
according to the same hypothesis he works only half of every
hour for himself, and half for the capitalist, it is clear that he
cannot obtain for himself the value of the product of 6 hours
if he is employed less than 12 hours. In previous chapters we
saw the destructive consequences of over-work; here we find
the sources of the sufferings that result to the labourer from his
insufficient employment.

If the hour’s wage is fixed so that the capitalist does not
bind himself to pay a day’s or a week’s wage, but only to pay
wages for the hours during which he chooses to employ the
labourer, he can employ him for a shorter time than that which
is originally the basis of the calculation of the hour-wage, of
the unit-measure of the price of labour. Since this unit is
determined by the ratio daily value of labour-power/working-day of a given number of hours, it, of
course, loses all the meaning as soon as the working day ceases
to contain a definite number of hours. The connexion between
the paid and the unpaid labour is destroyed. The capitalist
can now wring from the labourer a certain quantity of 
surplus-labour without allowing him the labour-time necessary
for his own subsistence. He can annihilate all regularity
of employment, and according to his own convenience, caprice,
and the interest of the moment, make the most enormous
over-work alternate with relative or absolute cessation of
work. He can, under the pretence of paying “the normal
price of labour,” abnormally lengthen the working-day 
without any corresponding compensation to the labourer. Hence



	↑ The effect of such an ahnormal lessening of employment is quite different from that of a general reduction of the working-day, enforced by law. The former has nothing to do with the absolute length of the working-day, and may occur just as well in a working-day of 15, as of 6 hours. The normal price of labour is in the first case calculated on the labourer working 15 hours, in the secoud case in his working 6 hours a day on the average. The result is therefore the same if he in the one case is employed only for 7½, in the other only for 3 hours.
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