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ENQUIRY INTO PLANTS, II. iv. 4–v. 1




dry up. Most obvious are certain changes in regard to the way in which animals are produced, and such changes run through a series of creatures[1]; thus a caterpillar changes into a chrysalis, and this in turn into the perfect insect; and the like occurs in a number of other cases. But there is hardly anything abnormal in this, nor is the change in plants, which is the subject of our enquiry, analogous to it. That kind of change occurs in trees and in all woodland plants generally, as was said before, and its effect is that, when a change of the required character occurs in the climatic conditions, a spontaneous change in the way of growth ensues.[2] These instances must suffice for investigation of the ways in which plants are produced or modified.


 



Of methods of propagation, with notes on cultivation.




V. Since however methods of cultivation and tendance largely contribute, and, before these, methods of planting, and cause great differences, of these too we must speak.

And first of methods of planting as to the seasons, we have already stated at what seasons one should plant. Further[3] we are told that the plants chosen should be the best possible,[4] and should be taken from soil resembling that in which you are going to plant them, or else inferior[5]; also the holes should be dug[6] as long as possible beforehand, and should always be deeper than the original holes, even for those whose roots do not run very deep.






	↑ i.e. in the instance given the development of an insect exhibits, not one, but a series of changes from one creature to another.

	↑ Whereas the metamorphoses mentioned above are independent of climatic conditions.

	↑ δὲ conj. W.; 
τε Ald.

	↑ 
κάλλιστα conj. W., cf. C.P. 3. 24. 1; 
τάχιστα MVAld.; 
τὰ χίστα U.

	↑ i.e. the shift should be into better soil, if possible. cf. C.P. 3. 5. 2.

	↑ 
γυροὺς προορύττειν conj. R. Const.; 
πυροὺς προσορύττειν UMV Ald. c.f. C.P. 3. 4. 1.
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