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And they have sworn a solemn oath,

that the Barleycorn should die.

They ploughed him down with strong irons

and put the plough cloth under their head.

And swore another solemn oath,

that Barleycorn was deod

But when spring of the year came on,

after rain and snow did fall,

The Barleycorn got up his head,

and so beguil'd them all.

They hired men with crooked hooks,

to cut him of his feet,

And they did worse then that again,

for they tied him like a thief.

They hired men with long spear staves,

and they pierced him through the heart

And they did worse then that again,

for they tied him to cart,

They hired men with long flail staves

to threash the flesh off the bones,

And the Miller lad used him worse then

that,

for he ground him between two stones,

Fill him up in sacks brave boys,

and brew him in a pan,

And when he came to the brown bowl,

he became the strongest man,

It would make a maid for to dance,

as naked as the hour she was born,

It would make her join a jobe of work,

that raging Barleycorn.



It would change a boy unto a man,
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