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THE DREAM
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resentment. After that he played grotesque and
angry battle music and crude marching tunes from
those half-forgotten times, and then he invented
wrathful and passionate music of his own.

Sunray sat under s golden lantern and listened to
the musician and watched his nimble hands, but
Sarnac was more deeply moved. He had not heard
very much music in his life, and this player seemed
to open shutters upon deep and dark and violent
things that had long been closed to mankind. Sarnac sat, cheek on hand, his elbow on the parapet of
the garden wall, looking across the steely blue of
the lake at the darkling night sky at the lower end.
The sky had been starry, but a monstrous crescent
of clouds like a hand that closes was now gathering
all the stars into its fist of darkness. Perhaps there
would be rain tomorrow. The lanterns hung still,
except that ever and again a little shiver of the air
set them swaying. Now and then a great white
moth would come fluttering out of the night and
beat about among the lanterns for a time and pass
away. Presently it would return again or another
moth like it would come. Sometimes there would
be three or four of these transitory phantoms; they
seemed to be the only insects abroad that night.

A faint ripple below drew his attention to the light
of a boat, a round yellow light like a glowing orange,
which came gliding close up to the terrace wall out
of the blue of the night. There was the sound of
a paddle being shipped and a diminishing drip of
water, but the people in the boat sat still and
listened until the musician had done altogether.
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