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man’s history had been brought back to the light
once more.

The six holiday-makers found the visit to this
place a very vivid experience, almost too vivid for
their contentment. On Sarnac’s tired mind it made
a particularly deep impression. The material collected from the town had been arranged in a long
museum gallery of steel and glass. There were
many almost complete bodies; one invalid old
woman, embalmed by the gas, had been replaced in
the bed from which the waters had floated her, and
there was a shrivelled little baby put back again in
its cradle. The sheets and quilts were bleached and
browned, but it was quite easy to see what they had
once been like. The people had been taken by surprise, it seemed, while the midday meal was in
preparation; the tables must have been set in many
of the houses; and now, after a score of centuries
beneath mud and weeds and fishes, the antiquaries
had disinterred and reassembled these old machine-made cloths and plated implements upon the tables. There were great stores of such pitiful discoloured
litter from the vanished life of the past.

The holiday-makers did not go far into the tunnel;
the suggestion of things there were too horrible for
their mood, and Sarnac stumbled over a rail and cut
his hand upon the jagged edge of a broken railway-carriage window. The wound pained him later, and
did not heal so quickly as it should have done. It
was as if some poison had got into it. It kept him
awake in the night.

For the rest of the day the talk was all of the terrible days of the last wars in the world and the
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