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CHAPTER THE SECOND

THE BEGINNING OF THE DREAM

§ 1




“This dream of mine began,” he said, “as all our
lives begin, in fragments, in a number of disconnected impressions. I remember myself lying on a
sofa, a sofa covered with a curious sort of hard,
shiny material with a red and black pattern on it,
and I was screaming, but I do not know why I
screamed. I discovered my father standing in the
doorway of the room looking at me. He looked very
dreadful; he was partially undressed in trousers and
a flannel shirt and his fair hair was an unbrushed
shock; he was shaving and his chin was covered
with lather. He was angry because I was screaming.
I suppose I stopped screaming, but I am not sure.
And I remember kneeling upon the same hard red
and black sofa beside my mother and looking out of
the window—the sofa used to stand with its back
to the window-sill—at the rain falling on the roadway outside. The window-sill smelt faintly of
paint; soft bad paint that had blistered in the sun.
It was a violent storm of rain and the road was an
ill-made road of a yellowish sandy clay. It was
covered with muddy water and the storming rainfall
made. a multitude of dashing bubbles, that drove
slong before the wind and burst and gave place to
others.
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