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[The Prime Minister]
The assurance I can give my right hon. Friend is that
any action would be immediately taken over by running
a political process once again and that Britain will do
everything in its power to help make that happen.

Let me answer a final question that has been put in
the debate over recent days: whether this will risk radicalising
more young Muslims, including people here in Britain.
This is a vital question, and it is one that was not asked
enough in 2003. This question was asked at the National
Security Council yesterday, and we have received considered
analysis from our counter-terrorism experts. Their
assessment is that, while as ever there is no room for
complacency, the legal, proportionate and focused actions
that would be proposed will not be a significant new
cause of radicalisation and extremism. I would make
this point: young Muslims in the region and here in
Britain are looking at the pictures of Muslims suffering
in Syria, seeing the most horrific deaths from chemical
weapons and many of them may be asking whether the
world is going to step up and respond, and I believe that
the right message to give to them is that we should.

Several hon. Members rose—

The Prime Minister: I will take one more intervention.

Mr Tom Clarke (Coatbridge, Chryston and Bellshill)
(Lab): Will the Prime Minister reflect on the question
from my right hon. Friend the Member for Leicester
East (Keith Vaz) on the humanitarian situation, not
just as it might appear in the future, but as it happens
now, with thousands of refugees going to neighbouring
countries? Given that aid agencies such as CAFOD
have said that this is the worst situation of the 21st
century, how can we be absolutely sure that we will not
add in the neighbouring countries, including those in
north Africa, to the problems that we are facing?

The Prime Minister: The right hon. Gentleman makes
an extremely important point, and we should be proud
in the House and this country of the massive role that
aid agencies and British aid money are playing in relieving
this disastrous humanitarian situation. We are one of
the largest donors, and we will go on making that
investment because we are saving lives and helping
people every day. But we have to ask ourselves whether
the unfettered use of chemical weapons by the regime
will make the humanitarian situation worse, and I believe
that it will. If we believed that there was a way to deter
and degrade future chemical weapons action, it would
be irresponsible not to do it.

Several hon. Members rose—

The Prime Minister: Let me just make this point.
When people study the legal advice published by the
Government, they will see that it makes the point that
the intervention on the basis of humanitarian protection
has to be about saving lives.

Let me conclude where I began. The question before
us is how to respond to one of the worst uses of
chemical weapons in a hundred years. The answer is
that we must do the right thing and in the right way. We
must be sure to learn the lessons of previous conflicts.

We must pursue every avenue at the United Nations,
every diplomatic channel and every option for securing
the greatest possible legitimacy with the steps that we
take, and we must recognise the scepticism and concerns
that many people in the country will have after Iraq, by
explaining carefully and consistently all the ways in
which this situation and the actions that we take are so
very different. We must ensure that any action, if it is to
be taken, is proportionate, legal and specifically designed
to deter the use of chemical weapons. We must ensure
that any action supports and is accompanied by a
renewed effort to forge a political solution and relieve
humanitarian suffering in Syria. But at the same time,
we must not let the spectre of previous mistakes paralyse
our ability to stand up for what is right. We must not be
so afraid of doing anything that we end up doing
nothing.

Let me repeat that there will be no action without a
further vote in the House of Commons, but on this
issue Britain should not stand aside. We must play our
part in a strong international response; we must be
prepared to take decisive action to do so. That is what
today’s motion is about, and I commend it to the
House.

3.17 pm

Edward Miliband (Doncaster North) (Lab): I beg to
move manuscript amendment (b), leave out from ‘House’
to end and add—



‘expresses its revulsion at the killing of hundreds of civilians in
Ghutah, Syria on 21 August 2013; believes that this was a moral
outrage; recalls the importance of upholding the worldwide prohibition
on the use of chemical weapons; makes clear that the use of
chemical weapons is a grave breach of international law; agrees
with the UN Secretary General that the UN weapons inspectors
must be able to report to the UN Security Council and that the
Security Council must live up to its responsibilities to protect
civilians; supports steps to provide humanitarian protection to
the people of Syria but will only support military action involving
UK forces if and when the following conditions have been met
that:

(a) the UN weapons inspectors, upon the conclusion of their
mission in the Eastern Ghutah, are given the necessary opportunity
to make a report to the Security Council on the evidence and their
findings, and confirmation by them that chemical weapons have
been used in Syria;

(b) compelling evidence is produced that the Syrian regime was
responsible for the use of these weapons;

(c) the UN Security Council has considered and voted on this
matter in the light of the reports of the weapons inspectors and
the evidence submitted;

(d) there is a clear legal basis in international law for taking
collective military action to protect the Syrian people on humanitarian
grounds;

(e) such action must have regard to the potential consequences
in the region, and must therefore be legal, proportionate, time-limited
and have precise and achievable objectives designed to deter the
future use of prohibited chemical weapons in Syria; and

(f) the Prime Minister reports further to the House on the
achievement of these conditions so that the House can vote on
UK participation in such action, and that any such vote should
relate solely to efforts to deter the use of chemical weapons and
does not sanction any wider action in Syria.’.




I start by joining the Prime Minister in expressing
revulsion at the killing of hundreds of innocent civilians
in Ghutah on 21 August. This was a moral outrage, and
the international community is right to condemn it. As


the Prime Minister said, everyone in the House and













Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Hansard_(UK)_-_Vol_566_No._40_August_29th_2013.pdf/10&oldid=13855170"


		Category: 	Proofread


Hidden category: 	Running headers with more than four entries




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 8 February 2024, at 15:36.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		
	






