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HARD-PAN



arms, the lean-shanked boys playing ball in the
deserted gardens, the tousled young matrons
exchanging gossip from open upper windows.
He had never noticed these people before, save
with cold repugnance; now he seemed to be
able to see into them and note their justifiable
ambitions, their unselfish struggles, their
smiling, patient courage. The thought passed
through his mind that perhaps this exalted, unusual
affection was the love of the future state,
the happiness that awaits the liberated soul.

He turned the last corner and came in sight
of the house. For the first few advancing steps
he did not realize what gave it an unfamiliar
look. Then, as he approached, he saw that the
vines which had hung in bunches about the
bay-window were cut away. There were frilled
white curtains in the lower windows. He drew
near, staring astonished through his glasses,
each step revealing some innovation.

They were evidently renovating the whole
place. The two thick-set brick posts that supported
the gate had been painted. The steps
to the porch had been mended with new wood.
Then, as he put his hand forward to unlatch the
gate, he saw a woman—a broad-backed, red-necked
woman in a blue print dress—kneeling
on the ground just below the bay-window, evidently
gardening. The sight surprised him into
immobility, and for a moment he stood motion-
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