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II

LETITIA's surprise at the discovery that
Colonel Reed had an unknown daughter
was an unconscious compliment to the prominence
and conspicuousness still enjoyed by
that gentleman.

Hundreds of men who had made their fortunes
in the great days of the Comstock, and
lost them in the depression that followed, had
daughters and sons that the friends of their
prosperity neither knew nor cared about. The
Californian is shy of all sad, unsuccessful things.
Failures in the race in which so many won a
prize were quickly forgotten, and crept away to
hide their chagrin in distant quarters of the
city or in the smaller towns. The procession
had passed them by, and men who had been
underlings when they were kings reigned in
their stead. Even their names were no longer
heard, and their children grew up separated by
the chasm of poverty and obscurity from the
children of their old mates.


That Colonel Reed had not been overlooked
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