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32
HARD-PAN



cove. He had seen the city of tents swept by
fire, and the city of wood follow it in a few
months. He had been one of those who had
held a ticket for the Jenny Lind Theater on the
night it was burned down. He had witnessed
the trial of Jansen's assailants, and had served
on the two great Vigilance Committees, and
from the windows of Fort Gunnybags had
seen Casey and Cora go to their last accounts.

Of his journey across the isthmus in '49 he
could tell thrilling stories. Only those of iron
physique and reckless courage had the hardihood
to accomplish the trip. The weak in
health and feeble in spirit were left behind at
the Chágres or turned back at Panama. The
fittest survived to become those giants of the
far West, the California pioneers. Of these
the colonel had been a leading figure. Blood
ran red in the veins in those days, and ginger
was hot in the mouth. The present was too
full and tumultuous to allow of even the briefest
glimpse of the future. He became a part of
the seething life of the city, felt its heart-beats
as his own, lived greatly as it lived, loved,
hated, sinned, and rejoiced with it.

He often said afterward that at this period
of his life money was his last consideration.
There was too much outside to make the
question of sordid gain an engrossing one.
The pecuniary side of things was never one
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