



	
	

	
	

	Page:Hard-pan; a story of bonanza fortunes (IA hardpanbonanza00bonnrich).pdf/91

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been proofread, but needs to be validated.


HARD-PAN
79


reception given by Mrs. McCormick to little
Prince Dombroski, a gentleman who had come
from Russia to wed a Californian heiress, and
was receiving a helping hand from the McCormicks,
who on this particular afternoon had
gathered together all maiden and widowed San
Franciscan wealth for his inspection.

Letitia had dressed herself for the occasion
with great care. When she had appeared at the
front door and descended the stairs to the carriage,
she had presented so dazzling a picture
that even the coachman, a well-trained functionary
imported from the East, could hardly
forbear staring at her. She was regally clothed
in a costume of bluish purple, with much yellow
lace, fur, cream-colored satin, and glints of gold
braiding about the front. There was a purple
jewel at her throat, and a bunch of pale, crape-like
orchids, that toned with the hue of her
dress, was fastened on her breast. Clad thus
in the proudest production of a great French
modiste, Letitia was really too handsome to be
quite in good taste. But she was used to
sumptuous apparel, and carried it with the air
of an actress who knows how to take the stage.

Maud Gault was somewhat less punctual to-day
than her sister. Letitia sat in the carriage
waiting for her, and finally, by the brushing of
silken skirts and an advancing perfume of
wood-violet, was apprised of her sister's ap-
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