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6.  Defendant ORGANIZATION had a strategic goal to sow discord in the U.S. political 
system, including the 2016 U.S. presidential election. Defendants posted derogatory information 
about a number of candidates, and by early to mid-2016, Defendants’ operations included 
supporting the presidential campaign of then-candidate Donald J. Trump (“Trump Campaign”) and 
disparaging Hillary Clinton. Defendants made various expenditures to carry out those activities, 
including buying political advertisements on social media in the names of U.S. persons and 
entities. Defendants also staged political rallies inside the United States, and while posing as U.S. 
grassroots entities and US. persons, and without revealing their Russian identities and 
ORGANIZATION affiliation, solicited and compensated real U.S. persons to promote or disparage 
candidates. Some Defendants, posing as U.S. persons and without revealing their Russian 
association, communicated with unwitting individuals associated with the Trump Campaign and 
with other political activists to seek to coordinate political activities.

7.  In order to carry out their activities to interfere in U.S. political and electoral processes 
without detection of their Russian affiliation, Defendants conspired to obstruct the lawful functions 
of the United States government through fraud and deceit, including by making expenditures in 
connection with the 2016 U.S. presidential election without proper regulatory disclosure; failing 
to register as foreign agents carrying out political activities within the United States; and obtaining 
visas through false and fraudulent statements. 



COUNT ONE

(Conspiracy to Defraud the United States)




8.  Paragraphs 1 through 7 of this Indictment are re-alleged and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

9.  From in or around 2014 to the present, in the District of Columbia and elsewhere,
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