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SIR WALTER SCOTT.










Dead!—it was like a thunderbolt

    To hear that he was dead;

Though for long weeks the words of fear

    Came from his dying bed;

Yet hope denied, and would deny

We did not think that he could die.







[image: t]HE poet has a glorious hold

    Upon the human heart,

Yet glory is from sympathy

    A light alone—apart;

But there was something in thy name,

Which touched us with a dearer claim.



The earnest feeling borne to thee

    Was like a household tie,

A sunshine on our common life,

    And from our daily sky.

Thy works are those familiar things

From which so much of memory springs.






We talked of them beside the hearth,

    Till every story blends

With some remembered intercourse

    Of near and dearest friends,

Friends that in early youth were ours,

Connected with life’s happiest hours,



How well I can recall the time

    When first I turned thy page,

The green boughs closed above my head

    A natural hermitage;

And sang a little brook along,

As if it heard and caught thy song.
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