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THE SPANISH PAGE.










As if in quiet slumber the Moorish maid was laid,

And her white hands were folded, as if in death she prayed;

Her long black hair on either side was parted on her brow,

And her cold cheek was colder than marble or than snow.

Yet lovelier than a living thing she met the warrior’s gaze,

Around her was the memory of many happy days.

He knew his young companion, though long dark years had flown,

Well had she kept her childish faith—she was in death his own.



"Bring ye this here, a ransom for those devoted walls!"

None answered—but around the tent a deeper silence falls;

None knew the maiden’s meaning, save he who bent above,

Ah! only love can read within the hidden heart of love.

There came from these white silent lips more eloquence than breath,

The tenderness of childhood—the sanctity of death.

He felt their old familiar love had ties he could not break,

The warrior spared the Moorish town, for that dead maiden’s sake.
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