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send you a dispatch. I trust that it will reach you.
I hope that your health, that the health of you all, is also
good. You must sustain yourself physically to have the
force necessary to arrive at the goal.

Let us hope that soon, near to one another and with
our dear children at our side, we may forget the events
of this horrible tragedy. You must all tell yourselves,
too, that if at times I cry out in anguish, it is because I
am always as silent as the dead. I have only the paper,
and these cries of grief, these cries of suffering—call
them what you will—my heart is always valiant, even if
it cannot always be silent. So I am waiting just as you
asked me to, and I will wait until that day when the
light shall at last shine out.

Long and tender kisses to our dear children. I often
gaze at their portraits and I try to see them as they are
to-day.

Ah, dear Lucie, remember that in my moments of
distress I have these three names, that are my support,
my safeguard, that raise me when I fall, for our children
must enter upon life with heads erect.

I embrace you as I love you, with all my strength.



Alfred.




 


3 January, 1896.





My dear Lucie:




I read and re-read with eagerness your dear letters of
October and November, and although I have written to
you already, on the 31st of December, I want to come
again and talk with you.

Your letters could not increase my affection, but they
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