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dear children, from my determined resolve to sustain
you, to live to see the day when our honor shall be
given back to us, that I draw all my strength. When I
sink under the united burden of all my woes, when my
brain reels, when my heart can bear no more, when I
lose all hope, then to myself I murmur three names—yours,
those of our dear children—and I nerve myself
again against my agony, and not a sound passes my
silent lips. To tell the truth, I am physically very weak;
it could not be otherwise. But everything is effaced
from my mind, hallucinating memories, sufferings, the
atrocities of my daily life, before so exalted, so absolute
a preoccupation, the thought of our honor, the patrimony
of our children. So I come again, as always, to
cry to you with all my strength, with all my soul, "Courage,
and still courage, to march steadfastly onward to
your goal—the unclouded honor of our name"—and to
wish for both our sakes that this goal may soon be
reached. The dear little letters written by the children
always move me deeply, cause me extreme emotion; I
often wet them with my tears, but I draw from them
also my strength. In all my letters I read that you are
raising these dear little children admirably. If I have
never spoken of this to you it has been because I knew
it, because I knew you.

To speak of my love for you, the love that unites us
all, would be useless, would it not? Still, let me tell
you again that my thought never leaves you for an instant
day or night, that my heart is always near to you,
to our children, to you all, ready to sustain you, to animate
you with my unconquerable will.

I embrace you with all my strength, with all my
heart, and also the dear children, while I wait to re-
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