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This grandeur of soul that you all have shown equally—let
there be no illusion about this—this grandeur of
soul should be accompanied neither by weakness nor by
boasting. On the contrary, it should ally itself to a
determination each day more resolute, a determination
that strengthens with each hour of the day, to march
on toward the goal—the discovery of the truth, the whole
truth, for all France.

Truly, this wound sometimes bleeds too hard, and the
heart rises in revolt. Truly, worn out as I am, I often
fall under the blows of the sledge-hammer, and then I
am no more than a poor human being, full of agony
and suffering; but my indomitable soul lifts me up
quivering with pain, with energy, with implacable desire
for that that is most precious in this world—our
honor, the honor of our children, the honor of us all.
And then I brace myself anew to cry out to all men
the thrilling appeal of a man who asks, who wants, only
justice. And then I come to illume in you all the
ardent fire that burns in my soul, that shall be extinguished
only with my life.

As for me, I live only by my fever; for a long time
I have lived on from day to day, proud when I have
been able to hold out through a long day of twenty-four
hours. I am subjected to the stupid and useless lot
of the man in the iron mask, because there is always that
same afterthought lingering in the mind, I told you
so, frankly, in one of my last letters.

As for you, you must not pay any attention either to
what any one says or to what any one thinks. You have
your duty to do unflinchingly, and it is incumbent
upon you, and to resolve not less unflinchingly, to have
your right, the right of justice and of truth. Yes, the
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