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a great grief to me to tear away from your presence, so
short, so fleeting, is this moment that I pass with you.

I embrace you as I love you, with all my strength,
with all the power of my love, as I embrace our dear
children, while I repeat to you always, Courage, courage!
and while I wish that all this suffering may have
at last an end.

Your devoted



Alfred.




My best kisses to your dear parents, to all of our
family; my wishes of condolence to Arthur and to
Lucie; I do not feel that I have the courage to write to
them.


 


22 October, 1897.





My dear and good Lucie:




Should I listen only to my heart I should write to you
at every instant, at every hour in the day; for my
thoughts cannot detach themselves from you, from our
dear children, from all; but it would be only to repeat
the expressions of our common grief, and there are no
more words to describe this martyrdom—so long!

In the letters that I have written to you I have expressed
my thoughts, my determination, that determination
that I know to be your own, that of every one of
you, independent of my sufferings, of my life; there
have been also in my letters, it is true, cries of sorrow,
for when I suffer night and day, even more for you and
for our children than for myself, my brain takes fire;
and as if there were not enough in my own tortures, the
climate at this time of year is sufficient in itself alone.
And, indeed, the heart has need to give vent to its an-
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