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	tures that he suffered at the Ile du Diable, has been


given to the world by his counsels, Maîtres Labori and
Demange. It is like a chapter from the dark ages.
Once, when it was reported that an attempt would be
made to rescue him, this man, consumed with fever and
almost bereft of reason, was, by the order of M. Lebon,
Minister of the Colonies, chained to his couch,
while the lamp that was kept burning over his head attracted
hordes of tropical insects. He was told that his
wife sought to forget him and desired to marry again.
In his despair his jailers thought he might say something
that would incriminate him. They were mistaken.
He made no confession. There was none to make. He
could only yell in their ears, "I am innocent! I am innocent!"
When, in early autumn of 1898, he was believed
to be dying this message was cabled from Paris to
Cayenne: "Embalm him if he dies, and send us his
corpse."

But he lived. And he may still live to see in his appalling
experience the cause of social revolution in
France—a revolution that shall make the rights of the
individual paramount to the traditions of the army, to
the subtle cravings of the clericals, to the fantastic
schemers of the Faubourg St. Germain.
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