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committed upon this earth that those whom I love the
most, those for whom I would give my blood, drop by
drop, should be tried by such awful agony. But even
when the too full cup overflows, it is from the dear
thought of you, from the thought of the children—the
thought that makes all my being vibrate and tremble,
that exalts it to its greatest heights—from this thought
that I draw the power to rise from the depths of despair,
to send out the thrilling cry of a man who has begged
for so long for himself, for those he loves, only for justice
and truth—nothing but truth.

I have summed up my resolution clearly, and I know
that that determination is your own, that of all of you,
and that nothing has ever been able to overcome it.

It is this feeling, associated with all my duties, that
has made me live; it is this feeling also that has made
me ask once more for you, for you all, every co-operation,
a more powerful effort than ever on the part of all
in a simple work of justice and of reparation, by rising
above all question of individuals, above all passions.

May I still tell you of all my affection? It is needless,
is it not? for you know it; but what I wish to tell you
again is this, that the other day I re-read all your letters
in order that I might pass some of the too long minutes
near a loving heart, and an immense sentiment of
wonder arose in me for your dignity and your courage.
If the trial found in great misfortunes is the touchstone
of noble souls, then, oh, my darling, yours is one of the
most beautiful and the most noble souls of which it is
possible to dream.

You must thank M—— for his few words; all that
I can tell him is in your heart as it is in mine.

Then, my darling, always and again, Courage!    As
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