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1.  That  there  have  been  leakages   at  the  Ministry.
2.  That  
. . .   must have heard, and must have repeated
to Commandant Henry, that there was an officer who
was a traitor. I do not think he would have invented it
of his own accord. 3. That the incriminating letter was
taken at

. . . . From all this I draw the following conclusions,
the first certain, the two others possible:  First, a
spy really exists 

. . . at the French Ministry, for documents
have disappeared.    Secondly, perhaps that spy
slipped in in an officer's uniform, imitating his handwriting
in order to divert suspicion.   Thirdly (here four
lines and a half are blank). This hypothesis does not exclude
the fact No. 1, which seems certain. But the tenor
of the letter does not render this third hypothesis very
probable. It would be connected rather with the first fact
and the second hypothesis—that is to say, the presence
of a spy at the Ministry and imitation of my handwriting
by that spy, or simply resemblance of handwriting.

"However this may be, it seems to me that if your
agent is clever he should be able to unravel this web by
laying his nets as well on the 

. . . side as on the 

. . .
side. This will not prevent the employment of all the
other methods I have indicated, for the truth must be
discovered. After the departure of Commandant du Paty
I wrote the following letter to the Minister: 'I received,
by order, the visit of Commandant du Paty, to whom I
once more declared that I was innocent, and that I had
never even committed an imprudence. I am condemned.
I have no favor to ask. But in the name of my honor,
which I hope will one day be restored to me, it is my
duty to beg you to continue your investigations. When
I am gone let the search be kept up; it is the only
favor that I solicit.'"
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