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and Earth. I embrace you a thousand times, as I love
you.



Your devoted

Alfred.




A thousand kisses for the children.

All my love to all the members of our families; thank
them for their devotion to the cause of an innocent man.


 


Monday, 11 December.





My good Darling:




I have received your letter of yesterday; also the
letters from your sister and from Henri. Let us hope
that soon justice will be done me and that I shall once
more be with you all. With you and with our dear
children I shall find the calm that now I need so much.

My heart is deeply wounded; you know that it must
be so. To have consecrated all my strength, all my intelligence,
to the service of my country, and then to be
accused of the most monstrous crime that a soldier can
commit—it is fearful!

At the very thought of it my whole being revolts; I
tremble with indignation. I ask myself by what miracle
I have been kept from going mad. How has my brain
resisted such a shock!

I supplicate you, my darling, do not go to my trial.
It can do no good for you to impose new sufferings upon
yourself; those that you have already borne, with a
grandeur of soul and with a heroism of which I am
proud, are more than sufficient. Save your strength for
our children. We shall need all our united strength to
care for each other, to help each other to forget this
terrible trial—the most terrible that human strength
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