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after all, if I were to disappear, their grief, however
great, would fade with the years.

It is for you alone, my poor darling, that I gather
strength to struggle. It is the thought of you that stays
my arm. How I feel in this hour my love for you!
Never has it been so great—so all absorbing. And then
a feeble hope sustains me yet a little; it is that we shall
be able some day to have my good name restored to me.
But, above all, believe me, if I should have strength to
struggle to the end of this calvary, it will be for your
sake alone, my poor darling; it will be to avoid adding a
new chagrin to all those you have already borne. Do
all that is humanly possible to get to see me.

I embrace you a thousand times, as I love you.



Alfred.




 


In the night between Monday and Tuesday, 24 December,

1894.





My dear Adored one:




I have just received your letter; I hope that you have
received mine. Poor darling, how you must suffer, how
I pity you! I have wept many tears over your letter.
I cannot accept your sacrifice. You must stay there;
you must live for the children. Think of them first, before
you think of me; it is the poor, little ones who absolutely
need you.

My thoughts always lead me back to you.

Me. Demange, who has just been here, has told me how
wonderful you are. He has spoken words in your praise
to which my heart gave back the echo.

Yes, my darling, you are sublime in your courage and
devotion. You are worth more than I. I loved you be-
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