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You know, moreover, my darling, that the only mercy
I have ever asked for is the truth; I hope that my countrymen
will not fail in the duty which they owe to a
fellow-man, who asks one right only—that the search
for the truth may be kept up.

And when the light shines in on my vindication; when
they give me back my galons that I won, and that I am
as worthy to wear now as when I won them by my own
might; when I am once more in my own place, at the
head of my troopers, oh, then, my darling, I shall forget
everything—the sufferings, the torture, the insults, the
bleeding wounds.

May God and human justice grant that the day break
soon!

Until to-morrow, my adored Lucie! Then shall I have
the pleasure of embracing you again. Now I am counting
the hours; to-morrow I shall count the minutes.

I embrace you fondly.



Alfred.




Good, long kisses to our two darlings. I dare not
think of them. Talk to them about me. Let not these
young souls suffer from our sadness. Embrace every one
at home for me.


 


12 January, 1895, Saturday, 4 o'clock.




How short was that half hour yesterday! I arrange
in my mind in advance just how I shall employ every
minute, so that I may not forget what I want to say.
Then the time goes by as in a dream; and all at once
the interview is over, and again I have said almost
nothing.
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