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Wednesday, 16 January, 1895,

10 o'clock in the morning.





My Darling:




I have succeeded in conquering my nerves. I have
silenced the tumult of my soul. It does no good to be
impatient, since I am resolved to live to see my innocence
proclaimed.

I know that it will require time—yes, a long time—but
I shall wait, as I promised you that I would, with
calmness and with dignity until the truth is known.
My conscience will give me the necessary strength.

I will prepare my soul to bear without a murmur the
suffering which yet awaits me. I will stifle the sobs of
my bleeding heart.

Yesterday I lost for some minutes the sense of my
existence; remember that it is now three months that
I have been shut up in this room, a prey to the most
appalling mental tortures that can be inflicted upon a
man of heart; but by a violent effort of my whole being
I regained possession of myself.

It is, above all, my nerves that are weak; my spirit is
what it was in the beginning.

But you all are united in will, in intelligence, and in
devotion; therefore I have the conviction that soon or
late the day will dawn. I shall not belie your efforts.

Let us speak no more of it.

What shall I tell you? My daily life? You know it!
I have described it to you in its smallest details. My
thoughts? They are all of you, of our dear children, of
our dear families. Still two more days to wait before I
can see you and embrace you. How long the interval is
that separates our interviews, and how short the time
of our meetings! I would make the time run by when
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