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seems to me that I am the dupe of a terrible hallucination,
that it will all vanish; 
. . . but, alas! the reality
is all around me.

Why did not we all die before the beginning of this
tragedy? Truly it would have been preferable. And
now we have not the right to die, not one of us has that
right. We must live to cleanse our name of the stain
with which it has been sullied. My conviction is absolute;
I am sure that sooner or later the light will shine
out. It is impossible in an age like ours that search
shall not result in the discovery of the one who is really
guilty; but what shall I be, mentally and physically, at
that time? I believe that life will have no more attraction
for me, and if I cling to it, it will be for your sake,
my dear heart, whose devotion has been heroic through
all these terrible hours—for you and for my dear children,
to whom I wish to restore their honorable name.

But whatever may come, I am sure that history will
place things in their true position. There will be in
our dear country of France, so easily excited, but so
generous to innocent sufferers, some man honest and
courageous enough to try to find the truth.

And I, my darling, what can I say to you? That my
heart is broken; at least they will have accomplished
that. But be tranquil; until my last breath I shall stand
firm. I will not weaken, nor bow my head.

My honor is equal to that of any man on the earth.
I demand justice; you also must demand it. This is all
the mercy that I beg for. I ask for nothing but the
truth—the whole truth.

And this truth, if we pursue it steadfastly, we shall
have at last; it is impossible that such an error can rest
unexposed.
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