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temerity, the Sikh company meeting them with
steady musketry and being most opportunely
reinforced by another company. The carrying
off of the wounded was, however, becoming a
matter of serious difficulty, so reinforcements
were asked for. These arrived in the shape of
two companies of Dorsets and of several companies
of the 36th Sikhs under Lieut.-Colonel
Haughton, who assumed command, and who
withdrew his force down the hill without much
loss."[A] It is easy to imagine how machine
guns might have been used here, and how their
presence might even have rendered the reinforcements
unnecessary; but unless they are
capable of coming into action and opening fire
in thirty seconds, and of packing up and moving
off again after ceasing fire in the same time, the
rear guard in mountain warfare is no place for
them and they had best march with the baggage.

During the expedition to Tibet some trouble
arose with the machine guns owing to the
extreme cold, which not only froze the water
in the barrel-casing of the Maxims, but froze the
lubricating oil in the lock and recoiling parts
and thus rendered the gun useless. When very
low temperatures are encountered in high latitudes,
alcohol or spirit should be added to the
water to prevent it freezing; and as portable
spirit is liable to "evaporate," a little paraffin
oil should be added. Glycerine may be substituted
for lubricating oil in temperatures
where even Russian petroleum will freeze.
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