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chattels by will.[1] On the whole it must be admitted that his was no servile tenure in the ordinary as distinguished from the legal sense of the term, but rather ‘customary freehold,’ although he had lost legal protection in the king’s courts.[2]

Another advantage the Ingoldmells villein had was having the ‘court of Ingoldinells’ close at hand. Here he could recover debts and damages for trespasses, and could enforce agreements. Here he could bring his action for land ‘in the nature of an assize mort d’ancestor,’ or of ‘novel disseisin.’ Here land was alienated by ‘surrender’ and ‘admittance,’ and leased by licence of the court. Here matters of importance to the community were regulated and decided. Here too offenders against the criminal law were punished. And the judgments delivered were, not those of the lord or his steward, but of the court,[3] composed of villeins as well as freemen. Altogether, however unprotected the villein might be under the common law against his lord, he was by no means dependent upon his mere caprice, but was ruled in accordance with the customs of the manor deﬁned by the tenants themselves. In fact the lord was a constitutional ruler,[4] and the villeins, as well as the freemen, had a real share in the system of self-government which prevailed. It must, too, in those rough and turbulent times, have been a considerable advantage to the villein to be under the protection of a great and powerful lord, such the earl of Lincoln, or later the duke of Lancaster. I think it will be admitted that the Ingoldmells villein was neither down-trodden, wretched, nor miserable, as by some accounts were villeins elsewhere. The contemporary opinion of his condition comes out clearly when we find a freeman actually proving that his wife was a nief, contrary to the assertion of the defendant that she was a free woman, when all he could gain thereby was four acres of bond land.[5] There is abundant evidence that some villeins were in the ﬁfteenth century becoming well-to-do and prosperous. A glance at the Ministers’ Accounts[6] for 1421–2 will show this. There we find William Thory, Simon Bailly, William Skegnes, and others purchasing considerable quantities of freehold land. And I am able to bring forward a still more remarkable case. Robert Grynne,[7] a ‘bond tenant



	↑ Pp. 191 n., 274.

	↑ Villainage, p. 220.

	↑ Pp. 56 and 256.

	↑ Villainage, p. 396.

	↑ P. 111.

	↑ Duchy of Lancaster, Ministers' Accts., Bundle 243, no. 3913.

	↑ Grenne or Grene.















[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Massingberd_-_Court_Rolls_of_the_Manor_of_Ingoldmells_in_the_County_of_Lincoln.pdf/29&oldid=10452770"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 16 September 2020, at 12:18.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






