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to part of the work of Christ, for He went
about doing good to the sick, and He symbolised
this, not only by His healing words,
but by the simple medicines and nursing of
the Good Samaritan. But just as illness is
by no means caused by evil or ill-doing, so it
is equally clear that goodness does not of
necessity bring health. The question of bodily
health has no connexion with spiritual conceptions
at all. If it were so, the persons who
are the strongest physically would be the
most spiritual; but we know, of course, that
this is not so. Take St. Catherine of Siena,
one of the greatest of saints, statesmen, and
scholars that the world has ever known. She
healed others, but she died herself of a lingering,
painful disease, at the early age of thirty-three.
Also St. Paul, who prayed the Lord thrice
that the thorn in the flesh which tormented
him might be removed. And the Lord's reply
has been a help and comfort, and a lesson
to countless thousands ever since. 'My grace
is sufficient for thee, for My power is made
perfect through weakness.' And what we
so very often see now, persons bereft of all
that makes life dear, in suffering of mind or
body maybe, yet rise above their weakness,
and carry through such reforms and such
noble acts as they never could have done had
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