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matter as succinctly as possible. In all ages
and in all climes the prayer of faith has saved
a certain number of the sick. The essentials
are, first, a strong and hopeful belief in a
dominant personality, which has varied naturally
in different countries and in different
ages: Buddha in India and in Japan, where
there are cults to match every recent vagary;
Æsculapius in ancient Greece and Rome;
our Saviour and a host of Saints in Christian
communities; and, lastly, an ordinary doctor
has served the purpose of common necessity
very well. Faith is the most precious asset in
our stock-in-trade. Once lost, how long does
a doctor keep his clientele? Secondly, certain
accessories—a shrine, a grotto, a church, a
temple, a hospital, a sanatorium [Osler might
have added the admirably devised entourage
in such places as 'Physical Culture' Institutes
and 'light cure' establishments], surroundings
that will impress favourably the imagination
of the patient. Thirdly, suggestion in one of
its varied forms—whether the negation of
disease and pain [as among the 'Eddyites'],
the simple trust in Christ of the Peculiar
People, or the sweet reasonableness of the
psychotherapeutist. But there must be the
will-to-believe attitude of mind, the mental
receptiveness—in a word, the faith which
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