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years of patient clinical investigation is to lead
them to treat every variety of psychic therapeutics
as a form of 'suggestion.' In no case
is there so much as a hint that a new force,
viz. 'spiritual healing,' has appeared, different
in kind not only from other varieties of
suggestion but from the countless cults of
spiritual healing, which have flourished and
disappeared in the past or the relics of which
still survive in many continental and eastern
shrines.

Now, with regard to 'spiritual healing'
in its present manifestation in our own country
the general attitude of medical science is well
described in an article which appeared in the
British Medical Journal of January 9, 1909.
The article begins by describing some meetings
of different societies, in some cases mutually
antagonistic, but all existing for the purpose
of advancing the claims of healing by 'spiritual'
means. It goes on to say:

'If all or any of them can show that they
have discovered a new force, or a new method
of applying one already known, to the cure of
disease, rational medicine will welcome a new
weapon. As we have often said, the wise
physician understands the action of the mind
or the spirit on the body, and uses it for the
benefit of his patient. A man who firmly
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