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healed by the hope that comes from a potent
suggestion. We have ourselves known of more
than one case in which every clinical sign
of malignant disease of the stomach was
present, and in which a cure was effected by
means that could only have derived their
potency from suggestion.'

People who are prepared to accept this
without clearly ascertained and properly sifted
evidence will accept anything. They simply
believe what they wish to believe. When one
widely advertised 'case of spiritual healing'
breaks down on investigation, another is put
forward.

Indeed, for the most part they have no
idea as to what constitutes evidence in these
matters. In many cases the unsupported
statement of a patient, as to the diagnosis
pronounced by a medical man, is calmly
accepted by them as though there were no
need of further investigation. We have heard,
perhaps, more than enough of a highly placed
dignitary of the Church who believes (no
doubt quite sincerely) that he was cured of
cancer by the ministrations of one of these
'healers,' after an absolute diagnosis as to the
existence of an inoperable tumour had been
made by a leading specialist. The repeated
denial by the specialist in question, that he ever
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