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this was so, He did not eschew the use of
material and visible signs, such as clay and
saliva, which were adapted to convey to sick
folk that 'mental suggestion' of returning
health, which was His constant method of
healing. In the following miracles the use
of such material means is recorded: the case
of the deaf man with an impediment (Mark vii.
33), of the blind man at Bethsaida (Mark viii.
24), of the man blind from his birth (John ix.
6), who also was sent to wash in the pool of
Siloam. Of the Apostles, on their first mission,
it is said that they anointed with oil many
that were sick, and healed them (Mark vi. 13).
Probably this element, which was in frequent
medicinal use, was in their hands ceremonial,
a symbol of that healing power of their Master
which they were allowed in His name to
exercise. He Himself is found, in the great
majority of instances, to rely on the touch of
the hand alone.[1] He knew that it spoke to
the heart of a Divine effluence of power as
well as a human sympathy. In one of the
frescoes of the Creation, on the roof of the
Sistine Chapel, Michelangelo has pictured the
form of the first man, perfect as a statue, but


	↑ Thus Luke iv. 40; Mark i. 41, vi. 5; Matt. ix. 29; Luke xiii. 13.
Mr. Dearmer gives a careful 'Table of the healing works of Christ,'
Body and Soul, chap. xiii.
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