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open to us to explain all the miraculous agency
of our Lord and His Apostles and the later
Church as consisting in the power to deal with
functional ailments by mental or psychic treatment.
Nor is it open to us to limit the efficacy
of prayer to the stimulation of function and the
treatment of nervous disorders. And as, with
the progress of medical science, the sphere
of the organic is continually growing at the
expense of the functional, the ultimate effect
of such a concession on the side of religion
would be to limit her action to a negligible
minority of cases. How would a place be
found for the healing of Malchus's ear, if the
organic be excluded? But the Church believes
that Christ is the Saviour of the body and that
the Holy Spirit is, as an early Father says,
'given that He may dwell in our bodies and
sanctify them, that in so doing He may bring
them to eternity and to the resurrection of
immortality, while He accustoms them in
Himself to be conjoined with heavenly powers
and to be associated with the Divine eternity
of the Spirit.'[1]

A second remark is this. Whatever is
allowed for the moulding force of environment,
Christ plainly teaches that man is never the
mere creature of circumstances. Christ is no


	↑ Novatian de Trinitate, xxix.
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