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the Licence and direction of the Bishop of the
diocese first obtained and had under his hand
and seal, appoint or keep any solemn Fasts
. . . .
Neither shall any Minister 

. . . presume
to appoint or hold any meetings for sermons


. . . nor, without such licence, to attempt
upon any pretence whatsoever either of possession
or obsession, by fasting and prayer, to
cast out any Devil or Devils, under pain of
the imputation of imposture or cosenage, and
deposition from the ministry.'

It is evident from this that, however
little it was used, the Episcopate was regarded
as possessing the power to licence exorcisers
who might deal with diseases that we should
call mental.

There is one other piece of evidence—practical
this time—that the healing power
of the Church was not entirely forgotten or
neglected. Up to the time of the Hanoverian
dynasty, the Kings of England touched for
scrofula, popularly known, from this method
of cure, as 'The King's evil.' The most
celebrated patient I can call to mind is Dr.
Johnson. It may be objected that this
practice was not the work of the Church's
ministry; but it must be remembered that
most Canonists regard the King of England
as mixta persona (that is, semi-clerical) by
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