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and as a reinforcement of, the best skill of
legitimate medicine. To replace the latter by
the former I regard as a withholding of God's
gifts to man and therefore unjustifiable. I
conceive and believe that the gifts of the Holy
Spirit are capable of development in the course
of the ages and under our present dispensation,
and that they were not limited in form and
exclusiveness to the age in which they were first
somewhat crudely manifested.'

We may welcome particularly Sir Dyce
Duckworth's emphatic pronouncement about
prayer. After all the basis of psychic healing
is, and always has been, prayer—whether
the means used is oil, or water, or the relics
or even the shadow of holy men, as reported
in the Acts of the Apostles. The motive
power that makes any of these means availing
is simply prayer. Prayer, whether spoken,
desired, or acted, is the vital force that gives
the psychic movement all its validity. In
insisting on the importance and reality of
prayer we have the support of such a psychologist
as Professor James, who writes: 'As
regards prayers for the sick, if any medical
fact can be considered to stand firm, it is
that in certain environments prayer may
contribute to recovery and should be encouraged
as a therapeutic measure.'
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