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a sort of popular Idealism. It was put forth
at a time when a great wave of Materialism
had overspread the Christian world, not owing
only to discoveries in Natural Science, which
seemed in the first flush of their triumph,
before they had been adjusted with other fields
of thought, to destroy all belief in Spirit,
but owing also to the fact that Religion
had been for so long established and, apparently,
firmly seated upon a secure spiritual
foundation, that it had been loosely taught
as to its fundamental basis. So little had its
relation with physical things been explained
that the spiritual and physical aspects of the
Universe had become, as it were, separated
in thought and shut up respectively in
watertight compartments. The result was
that in the popular mind the two worlds, the
spiritual and the physical, stood in a merely
artificial relation with each other, connected,
as it were, by unmeaning hooks, instead of
standing in an intimate organic relation, so
close that no true statement regarding the one
could possibly stand in collision with the
truth of the other.

In consequence of this merely artificial
relation of the two in the popular mind, at
the first breath of the new scientific announcements
the two worlds in the minds of only
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