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which occur to me offhand, and taking much
for granted. For instance, I must avoid
any discussion of those antinomies which
meet us at every side of human conceptions,
and be content to accept the common uses.
The chief of these (for the moment) is that of
the material and spiritual; without forgetting
that they melt at their borders the one
into the other, and that we meet with
corresponding ambiguities, yet I must take
them as distinct fields of human life. In
our interesting personal conversation you may
remember that I expressed the opinion that,
on the whole, our prayers must not be for
material but for spiritual things. And, speaking
on the whole, sickness is a material thing.
In the stories of our Lord's miracles it has
always struck me that He regarded His
miracles—I must use the word for brevity—apologetically.
The disciples were not to tell
any man of them; or again, a miracle was
performed under a compelling sense of the
overwhelming faith of the pleader, which
was the main thing. Faith, prayer, were to
be for the needs of the soul, not of the body.
For instance, the father seeing his child in
diphtheria would please God better—so the
experience of His world tells us—by spending
his first hour in seeking the physician with
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