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a case of strangulated hernia would not
justify other patients in postponing operation
in the hope of a repetition of this bloodless
cure.

Thus there are limitations to the field of
operation of Spiritual Healing.

In view, however, of the hopes raised
amongst many good Christians that the Church
may take part once more in healing the sick,
everyone would wish to avoid offending the
susceptibilities of enthusiastic and religious
people. Still it is by members of the Church
that the question of Spiritual Healing has
been brought forward, so that it should be
for the Church to define her meaning and wishes.
In the nature of things it seems impossible to
define 'Spirit'; and, perhaps, it would be
wiser not to attempt the impossible, nor to
endeavour to yoke spiritual forces to purely
material conditions such as bodily diseases.
But if certain cases are produced as cures by
spiritual means, and if the co-operation of the
medical profession is desired in investigating
such cures, the Church must be prepared to
accept scientific methods of inquiry, methods
which do not permit of assumptions except
as tentative explanations, to be given up
when they fail to explain phenomena, or when
they are replaced by simpler explanations.
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